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S Plato (my good friendes) 
trauelled from Athens to 
Aegypt and from thence 
through ſundry clymes to 
lincreaſe his knowledge: ſo 
N Ias deſirous as hee to ſearch 
the deapth of thoſe liberall 
Artes wherein I was a pro- 
feſſour, lefte my ſtudie in 
2 n hittingron Colledge, & tra- Newgate 
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ced the country to grow famous in my facultie, ſo that "_ Ry 
I was ſo expert in the Art of Cony-catching by my cone tington. 5 
tinuall practiſe, that that learned Philoſopher /acke 

Cuttes, vhoſe deepe infight into this ſcience had drawn 

him thriſe through euery gaole in England, meeting of 

mee at Maid ſtone, gaue mee the bucklers, as the ſubtle- 

leſt that euer he ſawe in that quaint and myſticall forme 

of Fooloſophie: for if euer I brought my Conny but 

to cruſh a potte of ale with mee, I as as ſure ofall the 

crownes in his purſe, as if hee had conueyed tliem into 

my proper poſleflion by a deede ofgifte with his owne 

hande. | | $1112.65 

At Dequoy, Mumchannce; Cate h-dolt, Oure le bourſe, The names 

Non eſt paſs bl: , Dutch Noddie, or Iriſh one and thirt ie, o. ſuche 
none durſt euer make compare with me for excellence: Cons cat- 
but as fo many heades ſo many wits, ſo ſome that would chers vſe. 
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dope afarthing at cardes, would venter all the 

Alen baung at dics, Therefore had I cheates for 

the very ſiſe, of the {quariers,langrets, gourds, ſtoppe- 

dice, high. men, lox-men, and dice barde for all ad- 
uauntages : that if 1 tercht in anie nouyce eyther at ta- 
bles, or aniedthet gi me orhazard, Iwould b ee fure 
to ſtrippe im of all that his purſe had in Eſſe, or his 
credytin Poſſe, ere the ſimple Connie and I parted, 
When neyther of theſe would ſerue, I had conforts 
tha: could ver ſe, nippe, and foyſt, fo that I had a ſuper- 
ficiall light inte euery profitable facultie. Inſomuch 
that my principles erewauthenticall, and I fo famous, 
that had l notbeene croſt by thoſe two peeuiſh Pam- 
lers; I miglit at the nexte Midſommer haue worne 
octor Stories cappe for a fauor. For I trauelled almoſt 
throughout all England, admired for my ingenious ca- 

pacitie: till commiag about Exceter, I began to exer- 

ceiſe niy art, and drawing ina Tanner for a tame Conie, 

d lloone as he had loſt two ſhillings he made this replie. 
dee, Sirla, although you haue a liuery on your backe, and a 
ache cogniſance to countenance you withall, and beare the 
noble mens port ofa Gentleman, vet Iſee you are a falſe knaue and 
liueryes, as a Conny- catcher, and this your companion your ſetter, 

W. Bicker- and that before you and part Ile prone. 

e At cheſe wordes Conny catcher and Setter, I was 
driuen into as great a maze, as if one had dropt out of 
the clowds,to heare a peſant cant the wordes of art be- 
lõgiag to our trade: et l ſet a good face on the matter 
and asked him vat he ment by Cuny-catching. Marry 

(q. he)althoghit is your practiſe, vet I haue for 3. pence 


%. 


boughtalitle Pamphlet, tiiat hathtaught me to ſmoke 
ſuch a couple of knaues as you be. When Iheard him 
talke of finoaking,my heart waxed cold, and I began to 
gather into him gently. No no ſir (. he) vou cãnot v erſe 
pon me, this booke gath tauglit me to beware ofcroſ- 

e biting: 


biting: And ſo to be hreefe he vſed me curteouſſy, and 
that night cauſd the Conſtable to lodge mee in priſon, 
& the nexte morning I was carried before the Iuſtice, 
where likewiſe he had this curſed book of Conycatch- 
ing, ſo that hee could tel the ſecretes of mine art better 
then my ſelfe:wvhereupon after ſtrict examination I was 
ſent to the gaole, & at the Seſſions by good hap & ſome 
friend that my money procured mee, I was e 
Afloone as I was at liberty, I got one oftheſe bookes, 
& began to toſſe it ouer very deuoutly, wherin I found 

one art ſo perfectly anotomi ed, as if he had bene prac- 

titioner in our facultie forty winters before: then with 
a deepe ſigh I began to curſe this R. G. that had made a 
publike ſpoy le of ſo noble a ſcience, and to exclaime a- 
gainſt that palpable aſſe whoſoeuer, that would make 

any pen-man priuy to our ſecret ſciences. But ſee the 

ſequel, I ſmoothered my ſorrowe in ſilence, and away I 
trudged out of Deuonſlure, & wenttowards Cornwal, 

& comming to a ſimple Ale: houſe to lodge, I found at 

a ſquare table hard by the fire halfe a doozen countrie 

Farmars at cardes. I he ſiglit of theſe penny-fathers at 

play, draue me ſtraighit into a pleaſant paſſion, to bleſſe 
fortune that had offred ſuch Weet, opportunity to ęx- 

erciſe my wits, & fil my purſe with crowens: for 1 coated 
all the mony they-had,mine by proper intereſt. As thus 

I ſtood looking on them play ing at croſ- ruffe, one was 

taken reuoking,whercat the other ſaid;what neighbour 

wil you play the cony- catcher with vs: no no, wee haue 
read the booke as wel as you. Neuer went a cup of {mall 
beare ſo ſorow fully down an Ale- knights belly in a fro- 
ſty morning, as that word ſtroke to my hart, G that for 
feare 0itrouble I was fain to try my good hap at ſquare 
play ,Aatwhichfortunefauoring mee, I wanrwenty ſhil- 
ings,andyet doe as ſimply as I could, Twas not onelie 

ſuſpected, but called Conny-catcher and croſſe- biter. 
e nn” 


the Readers 

But away L went with the money, and came pre- 
ſently to London, where I no ſooner arriued amongſt 
the crue, but I heard of a ſecond parte worſe then tne 
firſt, which draue mee into ſucha great choller, that I 
began to enquire what this R G, ffiould bee. At laſt I 
learned that hee was afcholler, and a Maiſter of Artes, 
and a Conny - catcher in his kinde; though not at cards, 
and one that fauoured good fellowes, ſo they were not 
palpable offendors in ſuch deſperate lawes: wherevp- 
pon reading his bookes, and ſurueying euery line with 
deepe iudgement, Ibegan to note folly in the man, that 
would ſtraine a Gnat, and lette paſfe an Elephant: that 
would touch ſmall ſcapes , and lette groſſe faultes paſſe 
without any reprehenſion. Inſomuch that I reſolued 
to make an Apologie, and to aunſwere his libellous in- 
uectmes, and to proue that we Conny- catchers are like 
little flies in the graſſe, which line : or little leaues and 
doe no more more harme: whereas there be in England 
other profeſſions that bee great Conny - catchers and 
1 that make barraine the field where in they 

Alte. 

Therfore all my good friends vouch of my paines, 
and pray for my proceedings, for I meane to haue about 
with this R. G. and to giue him ſuch a veny, that he ſhalbe 
afrayd heereafter to diſparage that myſtical] ſcience of 
Conny.catching -1f not,and that I proue too weake for 
him in ſophiſtrie, I mieane' to borrowe Wilt Bickertons 
blade, of as good a temper as Morglay King Arthures 
ſxord was, and ſo challenge him to the ſingle combat: 
But deſirous to ende the quarrell with the penne if it 
be poſſible, heare what J haue learned in Whittington 
Colledge. : 
1 | Yours in cardes and dice 
| Cutbbert cony-catcher, 
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80 N Cannot but wonder Maiſter R. G. 

DY B what poeticall furie made you ſo 
8 fantaſticke, as to wzyte agaynſt 
RD Conny- catchers: Mas your bzain 

10 ſo barraine that you hap no other 
ſubiect 2 o2 your wittes lo Jzied 
Vx withdzeaming ofloue 

DY =» thatpouhadno other humour left, 
but catirically with Diogenes to: ſnarle at all mens man- 
ners: pan neuer found in Tully 19? Aan whataſec- 
ter 02 a verſer was. 

It had beene the part ok a Scholler, tohane mitten fe- 
ridully ot ſome gran ſubierte ; eyther philofophically ta 
haue ſhewen how you werep2oficient! in Cambridge gm 
diuinely to haue manikeſten pour: religion the words; 
Such triuiall trinkets and thꝛeedbare traſh had better lee 
med T. D. whole bzaines beateu to the parking vp ok Bal- 
lades, might moze lawfully haue glamltatthequatntcon> 
ccicez'of Tonuy-catching andCroſſe-bicjug; 2/4 -/ 

. 'Bat'to this my odiection me thinks bearpour maſhip 
learnedly reyly, Naſeimur pro patria: Euery man is not 
bome fo2 hi nſelke, but fox his country: and that the ende ol 
all ſtudious indeuoꝛs ouqht to tende to the aduauncing of 
vertue, oz ſuppꝛeſling ok vire in the common-wealth. So 


apa haue heerem doone the patteofa good ſubiect and 
B a 


Ge ee A as IS . 


a good ſcholler, to anotomize ſuch ſecrete villaintes as are 
pꝛactiſed by coollening companions to the ouerthꝛow of the 
ſimple people: foꝛ by the diſcouery ok ſuch pernitious laws 
pou ſecke to roote out of the common; wealth ſuch ill and li- 
centious liuing perſons, as doe Ex alieuo ſucco vinere, lyue 
of the ſweat of otker mens browes, and vnder ſubtil ſhifts 
of witte abuſed, ſecke to ruine the flouriſhing eſtate of En- 
gland. Theſe pou call vipers, moathes of the kommen- 
wealth, caterpillers wozſe then E od rayned dewne on C- 
gypt, rotten fleſh which muſt be diuided from the hole. 
Ehe reſecandum eſt ne pars ſincera trahatur. 
This Maiſter R. G. know will be pour anl were, as it 
is the pꝛetended tauſe of pour iniurious pamphlets. And 
indeed it is very well doone, but greater had pour pꝛaiſe bin 
if pou had entred into the nature ofmoze grolle abuſes, and 
let downe the particular enoꝛmities that np {td ſuch pal- 
pablevillanies .. :Fo2 truth it is, that this is the Iron age, 
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wherein iniquitie hath the vpper hande, and all conditions 


and eſtates of men ſceke to: liue by their wittes, and hee is 
counted wiſeſt, that hath the deepeſt inſight into the getting 
ok gaines: euery thing now that is found pꝛolitable, is coun- 
ted honeſt and lawotull: and men are valued by their wealth, 
not by their vertnes, He that cannot dilſemble cannot lyue; 
and men put theyꝛ lonnes naw a dapes appꝛentiſes, not 
- learne trades and occupations, but craites: and my- 

Ifthen witte in this age be counted a great patrimony, 
and ſubtletie an inſeparable: accident ta all eſtates ,: why 
ſhould pou be ſo ſpitefull Maiſter R. G. to pooꝛe Connycat- 
chers aboue all the reit, ſich then are the limpleſt ſoules of all 
in ſhifting to liue in this ouer wile woꝛld. 

But you play like the ſpider that makes her webbe to 
intrappe andſnare little flyes ,- but weaues it ſo ſlenderly, 
that the great ones lneake though without any dammage. 
Pau ſiraine guats,aud paſſe guer elephants ;you; ſcoure the 
f 2 donde 
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ponde of a fewe croaking Frogger, and leaue behinde an 
tnftmte number ok moſt veyemous Scozpions, You de 
typher pooze Connp-catchers, that perhappes with atricke 
at cardes winne foꝛty ſhillings from a churle that can ſpare 
if, and neuer talke of thoſe Caterpillers that vndoo the 
Poo2e, ruine wholeLo2dſhivs, infect tze common-wealth, - 
and delight in nothing but in wꝛongkull extozting and pur 
lopning of pelfe, when as ſuch be the greateſt Connycatch· 
5 4 all, as by pour leaue Maiſter R. G. J wil make ma- 
nifeſt. 
Dir reuerence on pour woꝛchip, hay you ſuch amoate 
in your eye, that you could not ſee thoſe kor⸗Furd gentlemen 
that hide vnder their gownes kaced with koynes moꝛs kalle 
hoode then ali the Conny - catchers in England belide, choſe 
milerable Uſurers(Jmeane) that like Uultur es pꝛay bpon 
the ſpoyle ok the pooze , lleeping with his neighbours pled⸗ 
ges all night in his boſome, and feeding vpon foꝛ keites and 
penalties, as the rauens doe vppon carren? Ik bis pooze 
neighboz want to ſupply his need, either fox his houlhold ne 
_ ceſſaries, oz his rent at the day, hee wil not lende a peny koꝛ 
charitie, all his monep is abꝛo ad: but if he offer him eyther 
cow o2low, mare ozhozle , oꝛ the verie come ſcarce ſpꝛow⸗ 
tedoutafche ground to lel, ſo the bargayne may be cheape, 
though to the beggerie of the pooze man, hee choppes with 
him ſtraight, and makes the pooze Connp fare the wozſe all 
the peare after. Why wꝛite pou not oftheſe Tonnycatchers 
Maiſter R. G. . 
Beſides ifpawns come, as the leaſe of a houſe, oꝛ the fee⸗ 
ſimple in moꝛgage. he can out of his fury caſſockdzawmony 
to lend: but the old Cole hath ſuch quirks and quiddities in 
the conuepante, ſuch pꝛouiloes, ſuch dapes,howers nay mi- 
nutes of paiments, that ik his neigbbour bzeake but a mo⸗ 
ment, he takes the kozkayte, and like a pinke eyed Ferret ſo 
clawes the pooze Conny in the burrow/ that hee leaues no 
haire on his breach noz on his En ere he partes with * 
2 re 
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Are not thele bipers of the common-wealth , and to bee ex- 
— 4 agamſt, not in mall Bamphlets, but in great vo- 
mes? 

You ſet downe how there bee requilite ſetters and ver- 
lers in Conp-catching, and be there not ſo J p28p pou in N- 
ſurie? fo2 when apoong pouthfull Gentleman. giuen alitle 
to lach out liber allp, wante th monie: makes he not bis mone 
firſt to the Bꝛoker, a knaue as ſubtill to induce him to his o⸗ 
uerthꝛow, as the wplieft Setter oz Uerler in England? and 
be muſt be feede to ſpeake to the Uſurer, and haue lo much 
in the pound foꝛ his labour: then hee ſhall haue graunt ot 
monep and cenunndities together, ſo that if hee boꝛtowe a 


bundzedpand, hee ſhall haue koytie in ſiluer, and thꝛceſtoze 


in wares, dead ſtuffe God wot: as lute ſtringes, hobby hoꝛ⸗ 
les, os (if hee bee greatly fauoured) bzowne paper 02 cloath, 
and that ſhootes out in the lach. Then his land is turnde o- 
uer in ſtatute oꝛ recognizance ſoꝛ fix monthes and ſixe mo- 
neths; lo that be papes ſome thirtie ta the hundꝛed to the U- 
ſurer. beſtde the Sctinener he hath a blind ſhare : but when 
be comes to ſell his tee ſcoꝛc pound comnioditicx, tis well 
ik he gecfiue and thirtie. 

Thus is the pooze gentleman mave a meere and ſimple 
Comp,8nd verſt vpon to the vttermoſt, and yet if he bꝛeake 
his — toolethas much lande as coſt his lather a thouſand: 

Is not this roolſenage and Tormp-ratching Maiſter R. 
G. and moze daily pꝛactiſed in England, andnioze burtkull 
then our pooꝛe ſhiſting at Car des, and pet ycur maſh'p can 
winke at the tauſe ? they be wealthie, but Cuthbert Con- 
ny-catcher cares to; none of them no miꝛe then they care 
koꝛ him, and therefcze will reueele all. And becaufe Maiſter 
R. G vou were pleaſant in examples, Ile tel pou a tale of an 
Alurer, done within a nile of a knaues heade, and ſince the 
Cuckow ſung laſt, and it fel out thus. 4 
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A pleaſant tale ofan Vſurer. 7 


TE" ST foztuncd that a pong gentleman rot fer 
YOu oy A elk from Cockermouth, was ſomewhat 
9 pl behinde handeandgrownein debt, {0 
\ XY 'thathepurſt hardly ſhewe his head foz keare 
Nee fhis crevitazs., and hauling: wike-andehil- 
ASSAL | dzencomaintaine, alchoughhe hayapzoper 
lande, pet wanting money to ſtocke his ground, he liued ve 
rie bare: whercupan he determined with himſelfe to goete 
an olde pernp> father that dwelt hard by him and to bozrewe 
ſome monty ol hun, and ſo i9-lap his lande inmetgage ive 
the repapment ofit. 

He no ſooner made che motion but it was; atecpted, for 
it was a goodly Lozdſhip, woꝛth in rent ok aſũſe ſeuen ſcoꝛe 
pound by the peere, and did abbut vpon te Uſurers ground, 

which dꝛem the ode chur le to bee maruellous willing todil- 
vurſe money, fo that hee was content to lende him two hun · 
dꝛed markes lo thꝛee yeere gecozding to the ſtatute, ſo that 
be might haue the land foz aſſurance of his moncy. Uh 

The gentleman agreed to that, and pzomiſedto acknow- 
ledge a ſtatute ſtaple to bini wich letters of defeyſance;The 
Ulurercalthoz; be kh wel, anvlawetheyoigmen: 
offered moze thepreaſqu required) yechad a furcher fetch to 
haue the land his whatſoeut ſhould cha ce; andtbextore 
he began to verſe vpon the podze Conn thus. | 

Sir (quoch hee) if J did ec eflare, A wou 
not iend ene a rate: fog whergg pau baue 
it after ten poundz in 1 7 Ned, Atan make. it woꝛch ihne 
tie. But leeing the diltre epoy vour mile ax bilden are 
in, and conſivering all growes thaoghy At em liber el 
nature, J compaſlionate yqu the ute and would dor foz 
you ata amine game dien logen pou-tþalthinkigood 
eee Age at aufn 0 7708“ 
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Jknoweyon are greatly indebted, and haue manydn: 
mercikul creditoꝛs, and they haue you in ſuite, and J doubt 
ere long wil haue ſome extent ag amſt pour landes, ſo ſhall 
you be vtterly vndone, and J greatly incumbzed. Therefoze 

to auopd all this, in my iudgement it were beſt fo you to 
make a deed of gikt ol all pour landes, without condition oꝛ 
pꝛomile, to ſome one faythkul friend oꝛ other, in whom pou 
may repoſe tredite, ſo ſhal your enemies haue no aduaun- 
tage againſt you: and leeing they ſhal haue nothing but your 
bare body liable to their executions, they wil take the moꝛe 
eaſie and ſpeedie compoſition, I thinke this the lureſt way, 
and ifyou durſt repoſe pour ſelke in mee, God is mp witnes , 
Awould bee to pou as pour Father if hee lined + How lay 
pou to this compendious tale Maiſter R. G. could the pꝛou- 
veſt ſetter oz verſer in the woꝛlde haue dꝛawne on a Connie 
moze cunningly? . 4 

Wael; agate to our pong gentleman, who ſimply(with 
teares in his eyes tohearethekindnesof the Ulurer) thankd 
him bartilp, E bekerted not to fit in practife bis counſell, fox 
he made an ablolute deed of gikte from wike and thildzen to 
this Ulurer ok all his Loꝛdſhip, and ſo had the two hundꝛed 
Zr n 

To be ſhoꝛt, the money made him and his merry, k yet 
bed huſband ie ho Wel hat henot ontz pul paid theinterelt 
R a Wan Oe ieatpele; ts 
char his ttepnazs were willingto beate wich him. 'Againlk 
the thꝛee yeares were expired, hee made ſhift by thehelpe of 
his kriends loꝛ the money, and carriev'ithome to the Uſu- 
ror, thanking him greatly, and crauing a returne of his deed 
of gift): Map lökt ür (lalth ebe If ed bargniae 
tspet to matte; the lande is mine to mee ond mine hepꝛen 
fo2 ruet, by a deed of gift from your owne hande, and what 
tan be moze ſure, take the money ik you pleaſe, and there is 
pour bande, but ko) the Lozdſhippe J will enter on it ca 
mozrow : pet if poit will hee 5 it 

7 9 * Me 
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pe koꝛe an other „ and that is allt he fanour Por h Hall! i 
ofmee.. | = 1 22 Ut: len enten reer 


At this the gentleman was amazed, and began to plead 
conſcience with him, but invaine : whereupon he went ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowfully home; and talde bis wife; who-as a woman halfe 
lunatike ran with her little childzn to his houſe , and erhed 
out, but bootleſſe: Fo2 although they calledhinvbefoje the 
chtefe of the cuntry, yet ſith p law had granted him the fee- 
ſiwple thereofhe would not part withal: lo that the diſtrel⸗ 
ſed gentleman was kaine ta become tenant to this Uſurer, 
and fo2 two hundzed marks tolooſe.aLorwthip worth ſix oꝛ 
leuen thouſand pounds. Apꝛap vou was nat this an old Co⸗ 
ny- catcher Malter R. G. that could lurtch a pooxy Conie ot 
ſo many thouſands at one time: whether is our rolling at 

cardes moze per illous ta the common · welth then this col⸗ 
ſenage fo2 land? you winkt at it, but J wil tel all, yet heare 
out the end ol m tale, foz as foztune fel out, the Uſurtr was 
made a Comp bimſelte; 76 Sz Anh 30 . 6 5 N 217109 
The gentleman and bis e 
ente, he that had a reatching wit hairbzain reuenge in bir 
head, counleld hir huſband to wake a boyage from home, 
to ſtay a weeke 02 two:and guath ſhe, be loꝛe you come again 
you ſhal ſee mee venter fair faxche lande. Che gentleman 
willing to lette his 2 hir wits guent his way aud 
left ali to his wiues dict etion. She alter hw haldand was 
foure o2 ſiue dayes from home, was viſited'by thevſuree, 
who vled hir very kindly,and ſent victuals to hir houſe, 
miſing to ſuppe with hir that night, and that che ſhould io 
want any thing in ber hulbands abſence-The gentlewsinan 
with xratidus aeceptancethankthim;anvbavvhiery'sfher 
neighhoureseo beart him companp ſhauin a further rear 
in her heade than bee ſuſpected. Foz the olde Churle tom⸗ 
ming an hower befoze Supper time, cutn as ſhe her lelfe 
would wiſh , after. an.amozous withe 02 two"; as ouldg 
Jades will wynnie when they K 
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began WS pleafantwit aer und delired her to 
tbem him allt he roomes in hir houle, and happilie (ſaith he) 
if J die without illue, I map giue it to your childꝛen, foʒ mp 
conſcience bids me be fauoꝛable to you, . 
The genflewomanleadhim thꝛougb enery part, and at 
laſt bzoughe him into a backe roome much like a back-houle, 
where ſhe laid thus vnto him. 
Sir, this roome is the moſt vnhandſommeſt in all the 


houſe, but ik there were adozmar built to it, and theſe ſhutte 


windowes made bay windowes and glazd, it would make 
the pꝛopereſt parlour in all the houle: foz(ſaith ſhe) put your 
— out at chis windotp,andlooke what aſweet polpect be- 
ongs to it. 
The Ulurer miſtrultingnothing, thꝛuſt ont his craftis 
ſconce, and the genclewoman wut to the windowe, and cal: 
led her maydes to helpe, where they bound and pinyoud the 
caterpiller g armes faſt, and chen ſtuode he with his head into 
a backe pard, as ikhe had beene on apillozie, and ſtruggle he 
pur ſtuot io? ſtifliaghantelte. Mhen ſhee had him thus ac 


the bauntage, ſhe got a couple of lix peny nai'es and a ham- 
mer, and went into the yard, hauing her childzen attending 


vpon her, euery one wich a ſharpe knife in their handes, and 


then comming to him witthya terne countenance, ſhe looked 
as Medea did when thee atcempred reuenge againſt Taſon. 
The Murer ſeeingchis tragedie. was afrapd ot his lite, and 


crped out, but in baine, fc; her mayves made ſuch a noy le, 
that his (niking could not be heard, whilelt che napled one 


eare fait tothe umdawe, and nee then 
began ſhe to ble the le words vnte han. 


Ah vile and iniuriaus catetpitier;Gov bablencrhee ts - 
leeke thine owne rruenge, amn] ie A and itt 
per loꝛme it. F 02 ith thy wealth doth locouiitetiance:thee; 
that we cannot haue thee puniſht fo2 thy coollenage, Ymy 
ſelle will be Anſtice, Judge, and executioner: loi as thepil- 
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and they ſhall bee cut off to the perpetuall example of ſuch 
pꝛoloyning repꝛo bates, and the executors ſhall be thele little 
inkantes whoſe right without conſcience oꝛ mercy thou ſo 
wzongkully deteyneſt. Looke on this olde churle, little babes 
this is hethat with his colinage wil dꝛiue you to begge and 
want in pour age, and at this inſtant bꝛinges your father to 
all this pꝛeſent miſerte, haue no pitie vpon him, but you two 
cut oifhts eares, and thou quoth thee to the eldeſt cut off his 
nole, and ſo bereuenged on the villaine what ſa euer foꝛtune 
me fo2 my labour, at this the Uſurer cryed out and bad her 
ſfate her childꝛen, and hee would reſtoze the houſe and lande 
again to her huſband, J cannot beleeue thee baſe churl quoth 
thee, fo2 thou that wauldſt periure thy ſeife againſt ſo honeſt 
a Gentleman as my hulband, wil not ſticke to foꝛſweare thy 
ſelfe were thou at libertie, and therefvze J wil mangle thee 
to the vtcerance, as thus ſhe was readie to haue the childzen 
fall vpon him, one ofher maydes came running in and tolde 
her, her neighbours were come to ſupper, bid them come in 
quoth ſhee, and beholde this ſpectacle, although the Uſurer 
was paſſingloth to haue his neighbours ſce him thus tiran⸗ 
rouſly vſed, pet in they came, and when they lawe him thus 
manerly in a new made Pillozy, and his eares faſt naylde, 
lome wondzed, ſome laught, and all ſtood ams zde, till the 
Genklewoman dilcourſt vnto them all the coſonage, and how 
ſhe went to be reuenged : ſome of them per lwaded her to let 
him go, others were lilent, and ſome bad him con elle, hee 
hearing them debate the matter, and not to offer to helpe 
him, crped out, why and ſtand you ſtaring on me neigibours, 
and wil not you ſaue my life: no quoth the Gentlew anten, 
he oz (the that ſtirres to helpe thee ſhall pay dearely et, und 
therefoze my boyes of with his eares, then he tryed ont, but 
ſtaie, and he would confeſſe all, when from point to paint he 
rehearſt how hee had coſoned her huſband by a deed 6! gift 
only made ts him in truſt, and there was content to give bun 
the two hundzeth markes freely fo2 amendes, and to Peet ” 
* er02C 


The defence 


befoze any men of wozſhip the land againe into his poſleſli. 
on, and vpon that hee bad them all beare witneſle , then the 
Gentle woman let looſe his eares, and let flip his head, and 
away went he home with his bloody lugges and tarried not 
to take part of the meate he had ſent, but the Gentlewoman 
and her neighbours, and lau ght har tily at the vſage of the 
vlurer, the next day it was bꝛuted abzoad, and came to the 
eares of the woꝛſhipful of the Country, who ſatin commil- 
ſion vpon it, and founde out the coſanageof the vſurer, ſo 
they pzaiſed the wit ofthe Gentlewoman, reſtozed her hul⸗ 
band to the land, and the old churle in diſcredit and a laugh⸗ 
ing ſtocke to all the country, all his life after, 

J pꝛay you what ſay you to Wounſer the Piller, with 
the guilden thumbe, whether thinke you him a Cunny-cat- 
cher 02 no, that robs euery pooꝛe man ok his meale and co2n, 
and takes cowle at his ow ne pleaſure , bow many Conyes 
doth he take bp in a pe are, foꝛ when they buinghim wheate 
to the Mill, he ſelles them meale of their owne cone againe 
in the market. Jomit Miles the Millers coſanage fo2 wen- 
ching affaircs, as no doubt in theſe cauſes they bee mightie 
Cony-catchers, and meane to ſpeake of their pollicie in 
filching and ſtealing of meale. Foz pou muſt note, that our 
iolly Miller doth not only verſe vpn the pooze and rich fo2 
their towle , but hath falſe hoppers conueped vnder the fall 
of his Mill, where all the beſt of the meale runnes by, this 
is, if rhe partie by that bzingeth the cozne , but becauſe ma- 
ny men hauemany eyes, the Miller wil dzine them of foz 
their grieſt fo2 a day oꝛ two, and then he plates his pꝛanckes 
at his owne plcaſtire , J neede not tell that ſtale ieſt of the 
Gentlemans Miller that kept Court and Leete once euery 
weebe, aud vſed to let in euerp lacke a candle, and ſo ſom- 
mon the owners to appeare by their names, if they came not 
as they were farre inough from that place, then he amerced 
them, and ſo tooke treple towle ok cuery lacke, one night a- 


mongſt the reſt, the Gentle man his maiſier was vnder the 


Mill, 


f 


Pill, and heard all his knauery , how euery one was called 
and paide his amerciment, at laſt hee heard his owne name 
called, and then ſtepping vp the Ladder, he bad ſaie fo2 hee 
was there to make his appearance. J doo imagine that the 
Miller was blancke, and perhaps his maiſter called him 
knaue, but the Foxe, the moze he is curſt the better he fares, 
E the oftener the Miller is called theefe, the richer he war⸗ 
eth: and theretoze do menrightly by a by wo2d bid the Mil⸗ 
ler put out, and ik he aſketh what, they ſay a Theeues head 
and a Theeues paire of eares, fo2 ſuch graund Cony; cat- 
chers are theſe Millers, that hee that cannot verſe vppon a 
pooze mans ſacke, is [ayd ts be boꝛn with a golden thombe, 
but pet you may lee moze euidently their knauery. 

Ile tell you a pleaſaunt Tale perfozmeo not many 
peares ſince by a Miller tn Enfield Mill, ten myles from 
London, and an Alewiues Boy of Edmondton, but bes 
cauſe they are all at this pꝛelent aliue, J will conceale ther 
names, but thus it kell out. 
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A pleaſant Tale of a Miller and an Alewiues 
Boy of Edmundton. 


| N Alewife of Edmundton, who had a 
great vent fo2 ſpiced Cakes, ſent her 
Z || (Orme often to Endfield Mill top to haue 
her wheate grounde, lo that the Boy 
\ © el who was of a quicke ſpirite and rype 
on) witte,grew very familiar both with the 
——— Piller and his man, and could get his 
come ſooner put the Mill then any Boy in the country be- 
fide. It foztumed on a time, that this goodwife wanting 
meale, bad her Boy hie to the Mill, and be at home that night 
without faile, koꝛ hee had not a pinte ok floure in the houle. 
Jacke her ſonne fo? ſo we wil call his name, lates his Lacke 
on his Mares backe and away hee rydes ſinging towardeg 
Enfield, as he road, he met at the waſhes with the Miller, 
and gaue him the time ok the day, Godfather quoth he, whi⸗ 
ther ryde pou, to London Jacke quoth the Miller, oh good 
father quoth the Boy, tel mee what ſtoze of grieſt is there at 
the mill, marry great ſtoꝛe quoth the Miller, but Jacke if 
thou wilt doo me an arrant to my man, ile ſend thee by a ta- 
ken that thou ſhalt haue thy coꝛne caſt en and ground aſſoone 
as thou connmeſt, ple lap and doo what you wil to bee dil- 
patcht, koꝛ my mother hath nepther Cakes no? floure at 
home, then Jacke laies the Miller, bid my man grinde thy 
coꝛne next, by that token he looke to my Bith and keede her 
wel, J wil Godfather ſaies the Boy and rydes his way, and 
marueiled with himlelfe what Biech it was, the Miller bid 
his man keede, conſidering fo2 two oz thꝛee peares hee had 
vide to the Mil and neuer law a Dog noꝛ B.tch but a little 
pꝛicke earde Shault that kept the Mil dooze, ryding thus 
muling with himſelke, at laſt he tame to Endfield, and there 
had his coꝛne wound vp, alloone as he came vp the ayers, 


the 


1 5 
W ANA 8 
SI 


o / * 2 9 A i "oa . q r e * Din 1 
7" * >a Wt" 8138 k dP? & i ts F H 46 Af * * 
: JL WE, HE 1. 1 
Ve a 


the Hillers man being half flzepy began to aſke Jack zom 
ſily whatnewes, marry quoth the Bop the Newes is this, 
that J mult haue my cone laide on next, ſoft Jacke quoth 
the millers man, pour turne wil not come afoze midnight, 
but pe are alwaies in halt, ſoft fire makes ſweet mault, your 
betters ſhalbe ſerued aloe you this time, nat ſo quoch the 
Bop, koꝛ Imet mp Godfather at the waſhes ryding to Lon 
don, and tolde him what haſt Jhad, and ſobids my grieſt 
ſhalbe lapd on next, by that token you muftlooke to his bitch 
and feede her wel: at that the millers man milde, andſayd, 
he ſhould be the next, and lo rille hp and turnd apinnchehind 
the Hopper. Jacke markt all this, and heeing a wily and a 
witty Boy, marueiled where this Bitch ſhould be, and ſee⸗ 
ing none, began to luſpett lome knauerp, and therefoze be- 
ing very familiar, was bolde to loo ke about in euery co2ner, 
while the man was buſle about the Hopper, at lad Jacke 
turning vp a cloth that hung befoze the Trough, ſpied vnder 
the hopper below, where a great Poake was tyed with a coꝛd 
almoſt fulof fine floure, that ran at a falſe hole vnverneath, 
and could not be ſpyed by any meanes, Jacke ſeeing this, be⸗ 
gan to ſuſpect this was the Millers Bitch that he comman⸗ 
ded his man to feed , and ſo ſmiled Elec it alone: at laſt when 
the coꝛne was ground off that was in the hopper, Jacke layd 
on his, and was very bulie about ithimlelfe,ſo that the Mil 
lers man ſet him downe and taoke anap, knowing the Boy 
could locke to the mill almoſt as wel as himſelle, Jacke all 
this while had an eye to the Bitch, and determine dat laſt to 
ſlipt her haulter, which hee warily perfozmed, fo when his 
coꝛne was ground and he had put vp his meale, he whipſt a- 
ſunder the coꝛd with his knife that held the poake, and ch1yft 
it into the mouth ot his ſacke , now there was in the poake a 
Buſhel and moze of paſſpng fine flonre that the Millers 
Bitch had eaten that dap, aſſoone as Jacke had tyed vp his 
ſacke , there was ffrining who houldlayc on ctane next, ſq 
that the Millers man wakte, and Jacke deſiring one to help 
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him bp with his cone, cooke his leaue and went his way, 
ryding merely ho meward, ſmiling to thinke how hee hav 
co ſoned the Piller, as he roade, at that ſame place where 
bee mette the Miller outwarde, hee mette him homeward, 
Dow now Jacke quoth the Miller haſte grounde, J, A 
thancke pou Godfather quoth the Boye, but didſt re- 
memember mp arrant to mp man ſayes hee, didſt bid him 
looke to my Bitch well, Oh Godkather quoch the Boy, 
take no care fo2 your Bytch ſhee is well, fo2 J haue her 
here m my lacke Mhelpes and all, away rydes Jacke at 
this laughing, and the Miller greeuyng, but when he 
founde it true, J leaue you to gefſe howe hee and his 
man dealt togither, but howe the Alewike ſpozted at the 
knauerpe of her ſonne when hee tolde her all the Jeaſt, 
that imagine, but howe ſoeuer fo all that, Jacke was 
euer welcome to the Ppll and grounde befoze anpe, and 
whole ſoeuer ſacke fedde the Bytch, Jackes ſcapte cuer 
_ free , that hee might conceale the Millers ſub- 
Mis not this Pyller a Conny-catcher maiſter R. G: 
Mhat ſhould J talke ofthe baſer ſozt omen, whole occu⸗ 
pation cannot be vpholden without craft, chere is no myſte⸗ 
ry no2 ſcience almoſt, wherein a man may thꝛiue, without 
it be lincked to this famous Art ol Conny-catching. The 
Alewite vnleſſe the nicke her Pottes and Conny⸗- catch her 
gueſtes with ſtone Pottes and petty Cannes, can hardly 
pay her Bꝛewer, nay and pet that wil not ſerue, the chalke 
mult walke walke to ſet vp now and then a ſhilling oz two 
too much, oꝛ els the rent wil not be aunſwered at the quar⸗ 
ter day, beſides oſtrey, kaggots, and faire chambꝛing, and 
pꝛetty wenches that haue no wages, but what they get by 
making of beddes. J knowe ſome Taphoules about the 
Subberbes, where they buy aſhoulder of muttonfo2 two 
raates, and ſell ie to their ghueſt fo2 two ſhillings, and pet 
aue no kemale friendes to ſup withall, let ſuch take * 
eal 
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leaſt my fathers white Hoꝛſe loo ſe ſaddle and bꝛidle and they 
go on foote to the diuel on pilgrimage; Tuſh maiſter R. G. 
God is my witnelle, J haue ſeene Chaunlers about Lon- 
don, haue two paire of waytes , and when the ſearchers 
come, they ſhew them thoſe that ate ſealed, but when their 
pooꝛe neighboꝛs buy ware, they vſe them that lacke weight. 
J condemne not all, but let ſuch amend as are toucht at the 
quicke. And is not this flat Conny-catching,yes,ific pleaſe 
your maſhip and wozler. Why the baſe ſozt of Oſtlers haue 
their ſhifts ;and the crue of SaintPatrickes Coſterdmon⸗ 
gers, can lel a ſimple man a crabbe foz a pipping. And but 
that J haue loued wine wel, J would touch both the Uint- 
ner and his buſh, fo2 they haue luch bꝛewing and turning, 
ſuch chopping and chaunging, ſuch mingling and mixing, 
what ok wine with water in the quart Pot, and temperyng 
one wine with an other in the veſſel, that it is hard to get a 
neate cup of wine and fimple ok it ſelfe, in moſt ok our ozdi⸗ 
nary Tauernes, and do not they make pooꝛe men Connies, 
that foꝛ their currant mony giue them tounterkeit wine. 
hat ſap vou to the Butcher with his pꝛickes, that hath 
policies topuffe vp his meate to pleaſe the eye, is not al his 
craft vſed to dꝛaw the pooze Conny to ryd him ok his ware. 
Path not the Dzaper his darke ſhop to ſhadow the dye and 
wool of his cloth, and al to make the country Gentleman oꝛ 
Farmer acony. What trade can maintaine his traffique? 
what ſcience vphold it ſelfe* whatmanline;vnleſſe he grow 
into the nature of a cony-catcher? Doo not the Lawyers 
make long Pleaes, ftandvppon their demurres, and haue 
their quirkes and quiddities to make his pooꝛe client a co; 
ny? J ſpeakenof generally,fo2 ſo they be the miniſters ofiu⸗ 
ſtice,and the patrons of the poode mens right, but particu⸗ 
larly of ſuch as hold gaines their God ard eſteeme moꝛe ol 
copne then ok conſciente. Jremember by the way a merry 
teft perkoꝛmed by a Foole, yet wittily hit home at hazard. as 


blind men ſhöote the crow, | 4 


A pleaſant Tale of Will 
Sommers, 


{ID 9 Yng Henry the eight of famous memozie, 
walking one dap in his pziup Garden, with 
(| Will Sommers his Foole, it foꝛtuned that 
ft vt 52 two Lawyers had a ſute vnto his maieſtte 
Ma: 8 7 fo2 one piece of ground that was almoſt out 

ol leaſe and in the Rings gift, and at time 
put bp their Dupplication to his higbnelle, and at that inſtant 
one of the Pantry that hav been a long leruiture, had ſpyed 
out the lame land, and exibited his petition koꝛ the lame gift, 
ſo that in one houre, all the thꝛee Supplcatiqns! weregiuen 
to the ming, which his highnefſe noting, and being as then 
pleaſantly diſpoſed, he reuealed it to them that were by him, 
how there were three Fiſhes at one bayt , and all gapt toz a 
benefice, and he ſtood in doubt on whome to beſtow it, and lo 
thewed them the Supplications, the Courtiers ſpoke fo2 
their felow, except two that were feed.by the Lawyers, and 
they particularly pleaded fo their friendes, yeldyng many 
reaſons totheKyng on both ſides, Aclaſt his maieſtie layd, 
bee would referre the matter to Will Sommers, which of 
them his Foole thought molt woozthie of it ſhouid haue the 
lande. Will was glad ok this, and loued him skthe Pantry 
wel, andreloluer he ſhould haue the grounde, but the Foole 
bought ic about with pꝛettie ieſt, Marry quothhe, what are 
tzeſetvo Lawyers? J Will ſayd theKyng, thenquoth the 
Foole, I wil vſe them as they vſe theirpooze Clients, Looke 
here guoth he. J baue a Walnut in my hand, & Jwill diui de 
it amongſt the thꝛee, la Will crackt it, x gaue ta one Lawier 
- Baz ſhell, and to another the other ſhell, and ta him ok the 
Pantry the meate, ſo ſhall thy gift be Harry,quoth hee, this 
Lawyer hal haue good Bookes, and this faire pzomiles,but 
mp fellow of the Pantry ſhall haue theland. Foz thus deale 


they 


they with theyꝛ Clyents, two men goe to two, and ſpende all 
that they haue vpon the Lawe, and at laſt, haue nothing but 
bare ſhales foꝛ they2 labour. At this, the King and his Hoble 
men laught: the Veoman of the Pantry had the gilt, and the 
Lawyers went home with ficas in their cares, by a folcs 
verdite. J rehearſt this ace to ſtew how men ol Lawe, ſa de 
on poꝛe mens purſes, and makes their Country Clyents, 
oftentimes ſimple Connyes But leauing theſe comen cours 
ſes and triniall examples, 3 will ſhewe yeu Baſter R. G. of 
a kinde of Conny-catchers.that as pet paſic th all theſe. 

There bee in England, but eſpecially about London, cer⸗ 
tapne quaint, pickt, and neat ccmpanions attyꝛed in their ap⸗ 
parell, eyther alla mode de Fraunce, with a fide Cloake, and a 
hat cf a high blocke and a bꝛoad bun, as if he could with hys 
head colmogꝛaphiſe the woꝛlde in a moment, oꝛ elle Al leſpa- 
nyole, with a ſtrayght bomtaſt Cecue like a quaile pipe, bys 
choꝛte Cloake, and hys Napier hanging 8 be vere ente⸗ 
ring the Lift to a deſperate Cembate: his b. ard ſquard with 
ſuch Arte, epther with his M uſtachies after the laſh of Liens, 
ſtanding as ſliffe as if he woze a Ruler in his mcuth, oꝛ elſe 
nickt cf with the Italian cut, as if hee ment to pꝛofeſſe one 
fayth with the vpper lip, and an other with hys nether lippe, 
and then hee muſt bee Mar quiſadoed, with a ſide peake pen- 
dent, epther ſharpe like the ſingle of a Deere, oꝛ curtold lyke 
the bꝛoad ende ofa Poule ſpade. This Gentleman fo2ſoth, 
haunteth Zabling houſes, Taverns, and ſuch places, where 
young nouices reſoꝛt, and can fit hys humoz to al cempantes, 
and openly ſhaddoweth bys diſguiſe with the name of a Tras 
neller, ſo that hee will Lane a ſuper ſitiall tuficht into certaine 
phꝛaſes of euery language, s pzenource them in ſucha grace, 
as if almoſt he were that Countryman boꝛne: then ſtall you 
heare him vaunt of Lys ti auels, and tell what wonders hee 
bath ſcene inſtrang Countrycs : how he hath beene at Saint: 
lames of Compeſtella in Spaine, at Madrill in the Kings 
Court: and then dꝛawing cut his blade, hee clappesit on the 
boozd, and iweares hee bought that in I oledo: then will hee 
roug to Venice, and with a ſigh, diſcouer the ſituation of the 
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| Cittie, howitis ſeated tt two Leagues from Terra frenia,th the 

[ Dea, and ſpeakc of Rialto Treuiſo and Murano, where they 

make glaſſes: and to ſet the vounge Gentlemans teeth an 
edze, hee will make a longe tale of La Strado Courtizano, 
where the beautifull Curtizans dwell,deſcribing they: extel⸗ 
lency, and what angellicall creatures they be, and how amo- 
roully they will entertaine ſtrangers. Tuſh, he will diſcourſe 
the ſtate of Barbarie , and there to Eſchites and Alcaires, and 
from thence leape to t raunce, Denmarke and Germany, Af- 
ter all concluding thus. 

What is a Gentleman ſaith he) without franatle 2 euen 
as a man without one eye. The ſight of ſundzy Countryes 
made Vliſles ſo famous: bought witte is the ſweeteſt, and ex- 
perience goeth beyonde all Patrymonies, Did young Gen⸗ 
tlemen, as well as J, knowe the pleaſure and p2ofite of tra⸗ 

| uaple, they woulde not keepe them at home within their na⸗ 

| tive continent ; but viſit the woꝛlde, and win moꝛe wiſevome 

in trauapling two oz th: peeres , then all the wealth they; 

Aunceſtours left them to poſſeſſe. ah the ſweete ſight of La⸗ 

dyes, the ſtraunge wonders in Citties, and the dyners mans 

| ners of men and their conditions, were able to rauiſh a young 

| Gentlemans fences , with the ſurfet of content , and what 
is a thouſand pound ſpent to the obtaining of thoſe pltalures. r 

All theſe Nouelties doth this pipned Bꝛagout bolt on, 

when his onely trauaile hath beene to looke on a fapꝛe dap, 

from Douer Chfts to Callis, neuer hauing ſept a fwte out of 

Is England, but ſurueyed the Maps, t hearde others talke what 

| they knewe by experience. Thus decking himſelfe like the 

; Dae, with the fapze feathers of other Birdes, and diſcour 

j ſing what he heard other men repozt, he grewe fo plauſible a⸗ 

| mong poung Gentlemen, that he gotte his Oꝛdenarie at the 

| leaſt, and many gratious thankes foꝛ hys labour. But happi- 

f lie ſoine among{ manp tickled with the deſire to ſc ſtraunge 
| Countries, and dzawenon by bys alluring woꝛdes, woulde 
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iopne with him + queſtion il he ment euer to frauale againe. 
He ltcaight after hath bitten his peake by the n Nee- 
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 Sy2, althougha man ot my trauaile t experiente, might 
be ſatiC-fied in the ſight of Countries, vet ſo inſaciat is the de⸗ 
light of trauailing, that if perhaps a young Gentleman of a li- 
berall and courteous nature, were deſirous to ſe leruſalem oz 
Coſtantinople, would he well acquit my paynes and followe 
my counſaile, J would beſtow a pære oz two with him out of 
Englande. To be b:cfe, if the Gentleman iumpe with him, 
then doth he cauſe him to ſell ſome Lo2dſhippe, and put ſome 
thouſand oz two thouſand pound in the banck to bee reteiued 
by letters of exchange: and becauſe the Gentleman is igno⸗ 
rant, my young Maſter his guide, mult haue the diſpoſing of 
it: which he ſo well ſets out that the pooꝛe Gentleman neuer 
ſees any returne of his money after. Then muſt ſtoꝛe o ſutes 
of apparell bee bought, and well furniſht euerp wap: at laſt, 
he names a ſhyppe wherein they ſhall paſſe, and ſo downe to 
Graueſende they goe, and there hee leaues the young noutce, 
fleeſt of his money and woe begone, as farre from trauell as 
Miles the merry Cobler of Shorditch : thatſwoze hee woulde 
neuer trauaile further, then from his ſhoppe to the Alehoule, 
J pzay vou call you not theſe fine witted fellowes Conny- 
catchers, Maſter R. G. 

But nowe Sir by pour leaue a little, what if J ſhoulde 
pꝛoue you a Conny-catcher, Maiſter R. G. would it not make 
you bluſh at the matter? Ile goe as nere to it, as the Fryer 
did to his Hoſteſſe maide, when the: Clarke of the pariſh toke 
him at Leuatem at midnight. Alke y Queenes Plaiers, if vou 
ſolde them not Orlando Furioſo, foz twenty Robles, 4 when 
they were in the Country,ſolde the ſame play to the Lozd Ad- 
miralls men, foꝛ as much moze. Mas not thys playne Con- 
ny- catching, gentle Baſter R. G? 

But 3 theare when thys was obiected,that you made this 
excuſe : that there was no moze fayth to be helde with Play 
ers, than with them that valued fayth at the pꝛice of a Fea- 
ther: foꝛ as they were Comzdians to ade , ſo the actions of 
their lines were Cameleon lyke, that they were incertayne, 
variable, time pleaſers, men that meaſured honeſtie by pꝛo⸗ 
*. and that regarded they2 _— not by deſert, but by 

2 necel⸗ 


neceſſitie ol time. this may ſerue you fo2 a ſhaddow,let me 
vſe it fo2 an excuſe of our CardConny-catching: foz whe we 
mete a Country Farmer with a ful purſe, a miſerable miſer, 
that eyther rackes his Tennants rents, oꝛ ſels his grayne in 
the Market at an vnreaſonable rate: we holde it a deuotion 
to make him a Connp, in that he is a Catterpiller to others, 
and gets that by pilling and pouling of the poꝛe, that we ſtrip 
him of by ſleight and agillity of wit. 

Is not there here reſident about London, a crew ot terri⸗ 
ble Hackſters in the habite ol Gentlemen, well appareld, and 
pet ſome weare botes fo2 want of ſtockings, with a locke 
wozne at their left eare,foz their miſtres fauour: his Napier 
Alla reuolto, his Poynado pendent ready fo2 the ſtab, æ caui- 
leuarſt, like a warlike Magnifico: yet foz all this outward 
ſhew of pꝛide, inwardly they be humble in minde, and deſpiſe 
woꝛldly wealth, fo2 you (hall neuer take them with a penny 
in their purſe, Theſe Souldados, fo2 vnder that pꝛofeſſion 
mot of them wander, haue a pollicie to ſcourg Alehouſes,foz 
where they light in, they neuer leap out, tyll they haue ſhew- 
ed their Arpthmatique with chalk, on euerp poſt in the houſe, 
figured in Cyphers like round Os, tyll they make the good⸗ 
man cry o, o, o, as if he ſhould call an O ves at a Size oz ſel- 
ſians. Now ſir, they haue ſundzy ſhifts to maintain them in 
this verſing,fo2 either they creep in with the god wife, ⁊ ſo vn⸗ 
doo p godman, oꝛ els they beare it out with great bꝛags if the 
Poſte be ſunple, oꝛ els they tryp him in ſome woꝛds when he 
is tipſp, that he hath ſpoken againſt ſome Julfice of peace 02 

other, oꝛ ſome other great man: and then they holde him at a 
Way with that, till they make his backe almoſt bꝛeake. Thus 
ſhift they from houſe to houſe, hauing this Pꝛouerb amongſt 
them. Such muſt eate as are hungry, and they muſt pay that 
haue money. Call you not theſe Conny-catchers, Maiſter 
RG. ä 

It were an endleiſe vece of woꝛk, to diſcouer the abhomi⸗ 
nable life of Bꝛoakers, whoſe ſhops are the very temples of 
the deal!,themſzlues his pꝛieſts, and their bookes of account 
moze damnable, then the Alcoran ſet out by Mahomet: foꝛ as 


they 
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they induce young Gentlemen fo pawne their Lands , as 4 
ſaide befo2e : ſo they are ready ( the moze is the pitty that it 
is ſuffered)to receiue any goods, howe ſoeuer it bee come by, 
haning their ſhoppes as they ſap, a lawfull Market) to bupe 
and ſell in, ſo that whence growes ſo many Liftes about 
London, but in that they haue Bꝛoakers their friendes, to 
buy what ſoeuer they purlopne and ſteale. And pet is the 
Picklocke, Lifte, oꝛ Hooker, that bzinges the ſtolne goods, 
made a flatte Connp, and vſed as an Inſtrument onely of 
their villante : foꝛ ſuppoſe he hath lifted a gowne, oꝛ a cloake, 
oꝛ ſo many parcelles as are woꝛth ten poundes, and venters 
his life in hazard fo2 the obtapning ok it: the miſerable Cat⸗ 
terpiller the Bꝛoaker, will thinke hee dealeth liberally with 
him if he giue him fo2ty ſhillings, ſo doth he not onely main⸗ 
tayne fellony, but like a theefe coſens the there. And are not 
theſe. graund Connv-carchers Maiſter R. G. 
J knewe, not farre from Flete bꝛidge, a Baberdacher, 

it were a good deede fo take Paine to tell his name, that toke Paine. 
of a boy of ſeauen veere olde, a Napier wozth fozty ſhillings, 
and a ſticht taffetie Hat wozth ten, and all foꝛ ffue ſhillings ; 
the Gentleman, father to the Childe, was ſicke when necef- 
ſitie dꝛoue him thus nigh, to lay his weapon and his Bonnet 

to pawne, and as ſoone as he recouered, which was within 
ſire weekes after , ſent the money and twelue pence fo2 the 
loane, to haue the parcels againe. But this Cutthꝛotes aun- A boy of 
ſwere was, the boy had made hym a bill of ſale ofhps handen " See 
fo2 a moneth, and the day was bzoken, and hee had made his 07? 7510 
beft of the Rapier and Hat. Tas not this a Iewe and a no⸗ 
table Conny-catcher Maifter R. G. 

It had beene well if you had roulde out your Rethozicke 
againſt ſuch a rakehell. But come fo their honeſt kinde of 
life, and pou ſhall ſee howe they ſtand vpon circumſtaunces: 
if you bozrowe but two ſhillings, there muſt bee a groat 
fo: the monney , and a groat fo2 the bill of ſale , and this 
mult berenued euerp monety ; ſo that they relemble the box 
at dice, which being well paide all night, will inthe moꝛning 
be the greateſt winner. 
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Wert not a merry ieſt to haue a bout againe Maſter R. 
G. with your Poet! call bzethercn : amongſt the which, one 
learned Pppocrite,that coulde bzooke no abuſes in the Com 
mon- wealth, was ſo zealous, that he beganne fo put an Eng⸗ 
lich che Saint into the Legend, foz the holineſſe of her lyfe ; 
and fozcot not ſo much as her dogge, as Tobies was re- 
memb!ed, that wagged his tayle at the ſight of his olde i⸗ 
fires, This pure Partiniſt (if he were not wozſe) had a cöbat 
betwerne the fleſh and the ſpirite, that he muſt needes haue a 
wife, which he cunningly Conny-catcht in this manner. 


A peaſant tale howe a hoh brother, Conny- 
catcht for a wife. 


Irſt you muſt vnderſtand, that he was a kind of Schola⸗ 
ſticall panion, nourſt vp onely at Grammer ſchole, leaſt 
going to the Uniuerſitie, thꝛough his nimble witte, too 
much learning ſhould make him mad. So he had paſt As 

in preſenti, and was gone a p2oficient , as farre as Carmen 
Heroicum : fo hee pzonounct his woꝛdes like a bzagout, and 
helde vp his heade like a Palt-hozſe, and coulde talke againſt 
Wylhops , and wich very mannerly the diſcipline of the Pꝛi⸗ 
matine Church were reſtoꝛed. Now ſy2,this Gentleman had 
eſpyed (J dare not ſay about Fleeteſtreete ) a pꝛoper maide, 
who had ginen her by the deceaſe of her Father, foure hunde⸗ 
reth pound in money,beſides certaine fapꝛe houſes in the Cit⸗ 
tie : to this Gyzle goeth this pꝛoper Gꝛieke a wooing,naming 
hümſelfe to be a Gentleman of Cheſhp2ze, and only ſonne and 
hepꝛe to his Father, who was a man ol great reuenues: and 
to make the matter moze plauſible, hee had attpꝛed hys owne 
bꝛother very oꝛderly in a blewe coate, and made him hys ſer⸗ 
utngman, who, though hee were eldeſt, yet to aduaunce hys 
younger bꝛother to ſo god a marriage, was content to lie, cog, 
and flatter , and to take any ſeruile paines, to (wth vp the mat- 
ter: in ſo much, that when her Father in law{fo2 her mother 
was marryed againe, ts an honeſt, vertuous, and ſubſtantiall 
man in Fleetſkreete oz there about / heard how this young gen- 
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onny-catching, 
fleman was a Suter to his Daughter in lawe, carefull ſh:e 
ſhould doe well, cald the ſeruingman aſide, which by his ont- 
ward behantour ſcemed an honeſt and diſcreete man, began 
to queſtion with him, what his maſter was? of what Paren⸗ 
tage? of what poſſibilitie of lyuing after his fathers deceaſe 2 
and how many Childꝛen he had beſide him: 

Thys fellowe wel inftructed by his holy Bꝛother, with- 
out diſtruſt to the man, ſimply as he thought, (ard, that hee 
was the ſonne and heire of one Maiſter xc. dwelling in Che- 
ſhyꝛe, at the Maner of xc. and that he had a younger bꝛother, 
but thys was heire to all, t rehearſt a pꝛoper liuing of ſome 
flue hundꝛeth markes a yeere, The honeſt man knowing di⸗ 
uers Cheſhire Gentlemen of that name, gaue credite to the 
fellow, and made no further enquirie, but gane countenance 
to my young Maiſter, who by his flattering ſpeeches , had 
wonne, not onely the Baydes fauour to the full, but alſo the 
good will of her Mother, ſo that the match ſhoztly was made 
vp, and married they ſhould be fozſoofh, and then ſhould ſhe, 
her Father & her Mother, ryde home to his Father in Che⸗ 
ſhy:e,to haue ſufficient dowzie appointed. 

To be bꝛiefe, wedded they were, and bedded they hed 
bene thꝛee oꝛ foure nights, and yet for all this fayze ſhewe, 
the Father was a little iealous and (moakt him, but durſt 
ſay nothing, but at laſt, after the marriage had beene paſt os 
uer thee o2 foure dapes, it chaunced that her Father and 
this Seruingman went abꝛoade, and paſt thꝛough Paules 
Church varde amongſt the Stationers, a Pꝛentiſe amongſt 
the reſt that was a Cheſhyꝛe man, and knew this counterfet 
Seruingman and hys B:other, as being bozne in the ſame 
Partſh where theyꝛ Father dwelt, called to him, and ſayde. 
What 1. how doth pour bꝛother P. howe doth your Father, 
lyues he ſtill? The fellow anſwered him all were well, and 
loath hys Bzoth:rs wines Father ſhoulde heare any thing, 
made no ſtay but departed, 

T hys acquaintance naming the fellow by hys name, and 
aſking foz bys Bzother , dꝛoue the honeſt Cittizen into a 


_ great 
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great maze, xdoubtcd he, his wife e his daughter were made | 
Connies. Mel, he ſmothed all vp, as if he had heard nothing, 
and lette it paſſe till he had ſent the man about neteſſarie bu - 
ſineſſe, and then ſecretlie returned againe to the Stationers 
ſhoppe, and began to qucſtton with the bop, if he knewe the 
ſeruingman well, that he cald to hun of late. J marry do J fir 
quoth he, à know both him and his bꝛother P. J can tell you 
they haue an honeſt pooze man to their father, e though now 
in his old age, he be ſcarte able to liue without the help of the 
pariſh, pet he is well beloud of all his neighbours, Tie man 
hearing this, although it gricucd bim that he was thus coſned 
by a pallpard, pet ſer ing no meanes to amend it, he thought to 
girde his (on pleaſantly, 4 therctoze bad diucrs of his friends 
and honeſt wealthy neighbours to a ſupper: well, they being 
at the time appointed come, all welceme, who muſt lit at the 
the boꝛds end, but my young Maſter, and hee very coply,bad 
them all welcome to his fathers houſe, they al gaue him reue⸗ 
rent thanks, eſteeming him to be a man of wozſhip & worth, 
Alfoone as all were ſet and the meat ſerued in, and the Gen⸗ 
tlemans ſeruingman fiod manneriy waitingon his bꝛothers 
trencher, at laſt the godman ofthe houſe ſmiling ſayd: ſen P. 
J p2ay vou let your man fit dewne, c eate ſuch part with vs 
as God hath ſent vs. Marry quoth Maſter P. that were well 
to make my man my companion, he is well encugh, let hym 
ſup with his fcllowes,UWhy fir ſaith he, in fayth be plaine, cal 
him bꝛother & bid hun ſit down. Tome coſen l. quoth he, matze 
not ſtrange, am ſure your bꝛother P will giue you leaue. At 
this Mr. P. bluſht, c aſked his father in law what he ment by 
thoſe woꝛds: e whether he thought his man his bꝛother oꝛ no? 
J by my faith do J ſon quoth he, c atcc unt the no honeſt man, 
that wilt deny thy owne bꝛother & thy father, fo2 ſir know, J 
haue learnt your pettegree. Alas daughter quoth be, you are 
well married,fo2 his father liucs ofthe almes of ð partſh,and 
th's poꝛe fellowe which hee tath made his flave, is his eldeſt 
bꝛother. At this his wife began to weep,all was daſht, K lohat 
ſhe thought Gad knows. Ber mother tryed ont, but ali was 
botles Mr. P. confeſt the ti uth « his bꝛother lat down at ſup- 
per, & foz all that he had the Kench. J pzayycu was not this 
a en eee eee R. G. But 
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But nom to be a litle pleaſant with you, let me haue your o« 


pinion what you deeme at thole Amaroſos here in England, 
c about London that (becauſe the olde pꝛouerbe faith, change 
ok paſture makes kat calues) will haue in enery ſhire in Eng- 
land a ſundzy wife, as 02 an indtaunce pour countryman R. B. 
are not they right Coniy-catchers : enter into the nature of 
them, and lee whether aur pen had beene better imployed in 
dilcouering their villanies, che a imple legerdemain at cards. 
F0} luppole aman hach but one daughter, and hath no other 
dowiie but hir beautte and honeſtie, what a ſpoile is it fo her 
to ligt in thehands ok ſuch an adulterous and inceſtuous ral 
cal: ya not hir father beene better to haue loſt foꝛty ſhillings 
at tacds, then to haue his daughter lo connycatoht and ſpoyld 
fo) euer after* Thele youths are pꝛoper felloms, neuer with- 
out good apparciand ſtoꝛe afcroums,welhozlt, & of ſo quaint 
and fine ue hauiour, and io eloquent that they are able to allure 
a vong gir le to ſolly, eſpecially ſince they Hadowe their villai- 
ny wich the honeſt pꝛetence ol marriage: fox their cuſtome is 
this. When they come into a Cettie oꝛ other place ok credite, 
oꝛ ſometime in a country viilage as the koꝛtune ok their vil- 
lany leads them, they make inqu ry what good marriages are 
abꝛo ad, and on the Sonday make ſuruey what faire and beau; 
tikuil maides o2 widowes are in the pariſh : then as their it- 
centious luſt leades them, whether the eye koꝛ kauour, oꝛ the 
eare fo2 riches, ſo they ſet downe their reſt, and ſotourne either 
there, oꝛ thereabouts, haung money at will, and their compa⸗ 


nions ta ſooth vp whatloeuer damnably they hal pꝛoteſt cour 


ting the maid oꝛ widaw with ſuch faire woꝛds, and ſweet pꝛo⸗ 
miles, that ſhee is okten ſo ſet on fire, thac neither the repoꝛt ol 
others, noꝛ the a dmonition of their friznds can d2aw them krõ 
the loue of the Poligamoi, oꝛ bel wagers ok the country. And 
when the wꝛetches haue by the ſpace-of a moneth oꝛ two ſatil- 
fied their luſt, they wart weary, and either faine ſome nreate 
iou ney fo2 a while ta be abſent, and lo go and viſitſoine other 


ofhis wines, oꝛ els it he meane to giue her the bag. hee ſelleth 


what ſoeuer he can, and fo leaues her ſpoyld both of her welth 
va E and 
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and honeftic , then which there is nothing moꝛe pꝛetious to an 


honeſt woman. And becauſe you ſhall ſee antnfance, J wil tel 
vou a plealant tale pcriezmy by our villaines in Wt'tſhire nor 
long ſince, J wil conccale the parties names, becauſe  thinke 
the woman is yet aitue. 


Apleaſanttale ofa man that was marryed to ſixteen 
wiues, & how curtcoully his laſt wife intreated lum. 


N Uiitſhire there dwelt a Farmar okindikkerent welth, that 

had but onelp one child, and that was a daughter, a may) of 
excellent beauty and good behauiour, and lo honeſt in hir con⸗ 
uerlation, that the good repoꝛt of her ver tues was well ſpokẽ 
ok in all the country, ſo that what foꝛ her good qualities, & ſut⸗ 
ficient dowꝛy that was like to fal vnto her, ſhee had many ſui- 
ters, mens ſons ok good welth and honeſt conuer lation. But 
whether this mayd had no minde to wed, 02 ſhe likt none that 
made loue to her, o2 ſhe was afraid to match in haſt leaſt ſhee 
might repent at leylure, J know not: but ſhe refuled all, and 
bept her ſtil a virgin. But as wee lee oftentimes, the copeſt 
maids happen on the coldeſt marriages, playing lyke the bee- 
tle that makes ſcoꝛne all day of the daintieſt flowers, and at 
night takes his lodging vp in a cowſherd. So this maid whom 
we wil cal Marian, refuſed many honeſt and welthy Farmars 
lonnes, and at laſt lighted on a match, that foꝛ euer after mary 
her market: fo2 it kel out thus. One of theſe notableroges,by - 
occupation a taploꝛ, and a fine woꝛkeman, a repꝛobate giuen o- 
ner viterly to the ſpoyle ok honeſt maides, & to the deflowzing 
of virgins, hearing as he trauelled abzoad of this Marian, did 
meane to haue a fling at her, and therefoze came into the towne 
where her father dwelt and alked woꝛke. A very honeft man of 
that trade, ſeeing him a paſling pꝛoper man, and of a very good 
and honeſt count enance, and not meanlp apparrelled, ſaide hee 
would make tryal ok hien koꝛ a garment oz two, and ſo tooke 
him into ſeruice: aſloone as hee lawe him vle his needle, hee 
wondered not onely at his woꝛkemanſhip, but at the lwiftncſle 
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of his hand. At laſt the fellow(whome we wilname William 
delired his Maiſter that hee might vſe his ſheeres but once fo? 
the cutting out of a dublet, which his Paiſter granted, and he 
vſed lo excellently wel, that although his Maiſter was counted 
the beſt tayloꝛ in M ltſhire, yet he found himlelke a botcher in 
reſpect ok his new intertainꝛd iourney man, ſo that from that 
day kozward he was made fozeman of the ſhop, and ſo pleaſed 
the gentlemen ok that ſhire, that who but William talkt on fot 
good tayloꝛ in that ſhire, UUel,as pong men and maids meet 
on londapes and holydaies, ſo this taploꝛ was paſſing bꝛaue, 
and began to frolike it amongſt the maydes, and to be very ly⸗ 
beral, being ful offiluer and gold, and foꝛ his perſonage a pꝛo- 
perer man then any was in all the parich, and made a kinde ok 
laue far oft to this Marian, who ſeeing this William to bee a 
very handlome man, began ſomewhat to affect him, ſo that in 
ſhoꝛt time lhe thought wel okhis fauozs, and there grew ſome 
loue between them. inſamuch that it came to her fathers ears, 
who began to ſchoole his daughter fo2 ſuch fooliſh affection to⸗ 
wards one ſhe knew not what he was, noz whither he would: 
but in vaine, Marian tould not but thinke wel of him, lo that 
her father one day ſent koꝛ his Maiſter, and began to queſtion 
of the diſpoſition ok his man. The Maiſter tolde the Farmar 
frendly that what he was he knew not, as being a meere ſtraits 
ger vnto him: but to2 his wozkemanſhippe he was one ofthe. 
moſt excellent both koꝛ needle and ſheeres in England: fo) his 
behauiour ſince he tame into his houſe, he had behaued himlelk 
veryhoneſlly and curteouſiy: wel apparelled he was, and wel 
monted, and might fo2 his good qualities ſeeme to bee a good 
womans fellow. Although this ſomewhat ſaciſfievzhe facher 
yet was heloth atails2 ſhould carry away his daughter, that 
ſhe ſhould be dꝛiuen to lpue of a bare occupation, whereas ſhe 
might haue landed men to her huſbandeg, ſo that hee and her 
friends called her aſide, and perſwaded her from him, but ſhee 
flatly told them ſhee neuer loued any but him, & ſith it was her 
fir ſt loue, che would not now be turned from it, whatſoeuer hap 
did alterward bekal unte * father that loued herdearly, 
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ſeeing no perſwaſions could dꝛaw her from the taploz,left hir 
to hir owne liberty, ond ſo ſhee and William agreed together, 
that in choꝛt time they were maried, c had a good poꝛtion, and 
ſet vp ſhop. & lined together by the ſpace of a quarter of a pere 
bery oꝛderly. At laſt ſati!ficd with the luſt of his new wike, hee 
thought it good to viſite ſome other of his wines (foꝛ at that 
inſtant he had ſixteene t liut ) made a ſcuſe to his wife and his 
wines father to go into Poꝛkſhir (which was his natiue coun⸗ 
try) and vilit his frends, and craue ſomewhat ok his father to- 
wards houlhold, Although his wife was loth to part from her 
ſweet Wil. yet ſhe muſt be content, & ſo well hoꝛſt and pꝛoui- 
ded away he rides foꝛ a moncth oz two, that was his furtheſt 
dap, c downe goes he into ſome other cuntry to ſollace himſelf 
with lome other ol his wies. In this meane while one ofhis 
wiues that he had married in 02 about Tanton in Somerlet- 
ſhire, had learnd ok his villany, & how many wiues he had, and 
by long trauel had got a note of their names and dwelling, and 
the hands and ſcales ofeuerypariſh where he was maried, and 
now by foꝛtune ſhe heard that he had married a wike in (Qil- 
ſhire, not farfromMarlbozough : thither hies ſhee with war⸗ 
rants from the Biſhop E divers Juſtices ts appꝛehend him, & 
comming to the towne where he dwelt, very ſubtilly inquired 
at her hoſt of his eſtate, who told hir that he had married a rich 
Farmars daughter, but now was gone down to his krends in 
Yozkſhre,+ would be at home againe within a weeke, fo2 hee 
had bern eight weeks already kom home. The woman inqui- 
red no further foꝛ that time, but the next moꝛning went home 
to che Farmars houſe, # deſired him to ſend foꝛ his daughter, 
fo ſhe would ſprak with hir from hir hul and: the wã fraight 
did ſo; & ſhe hear ing ſlec ſhould haue newes from hir Williã, 
tame very haſlily. Then the woman laid, ſhe was ſozry fo2 hir, 
in that cheir mil foꝛtunes were altke, in being married to ſuch a 
runnagate as this taploꝛ: fo (q ther) it is nat pet a peare and 
a halfe ſince he was married tome in So nerſetſhire. As this 
went cold to the old: mans heart, ſo ſtrobe it deadly into p mind 
of Marian, whe deliting ad to tell the truth, ſhe out with hir 

teſtimony, 


| S. 
tellimony; t ſhewed them how hee had at that in ſtant Kxteene 
wiues aliue. C Ahen they read the certilicat, and ſaw the hands 
c ſeales ot cuery pariſh, the old man fell a weeping: but luche 
was the gricfe of Marian, that hir ſozrow ſtopt hir teares, and 
ſhe ſat as a woman in a trance, till at laſtfetching a great ligh 
the called Cod to witnes ſhe would be reuenged on him fo? al 
his wiues, and would make him a generall example of all ſuch 
grateleſie runnagates. So ſhe conccald the matter, & placed 
this hir kello w in miſtoztune in a kinſwomans houſe ot hers, 
lo ſceretiy as might be, attending the comming of hir treache⸗ 
rous hulband, who returned within a foxtnight, hauingin the 
ſpace he was abſent viſited thꝛee ox foure ok his wines, # now 
ment to make a ſhoꝛt cut of che matter, and ſel all that his new 
wike had, c to tr auel into ſom other ſhire, foꝛ he had heard how 
his Somerletſhire wike had made inquiry akter him in diuers 
places , Being come home he was wonderkully welcome to 
Marian, who intertained him with ſuch curteſies a kind wife 
could any wates affooꝛd him, only the vſe ok hir body ſhe deny- 
ed, ſaying hir natural dile ale was vpon hir: Mel to bebacefe, 
a great [upper was made, & all hir frends was bidden, and he 
tuery wap lo welcome as ik it had bin the day of his byidal, yea 
all things was ſmcothed vp ſo cunnmngly, that be ſuſpectevno- 
thing leſle then the reuenge intended againſt him. Alloone as 
lupper was ended, c al had taken their leaue, our taploʒ would 
to bed, and his wife with hir owne hands helpt to vndꝛe ſle him 
very louingly, & being laid downe ſhe kiſt hum, e ſaid ſhe would 
go to hir tathers and come againe ſtraight, bidding him kall a 
ſleepe the whileft : he that was dꝛowſie with trauel e dꝛücking 
at lupv or. gao no need ok great intresty, fo2 he ſiraight kel into 
a ſound llumzer, the whileft ſhe had ſent foꝛ his other wile, and 
other hic neighboꝛs diſguiſed, & comming ſoftly into the par · 
lour where he lay, the turnd vp his clothes at his feet, &tyed 
his legs fall together with a roape, then waking him. he aſked 
him whet reaſon he had ts ſlerpe ſo ſoundly. Pe new wakt aut 
his fleepe began ta ftretchhimſelfe, and geld his legs with the 
co2d, whereathee wond?tig ſaid > now wile whats that 
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hurts my legs 2 what are my feete bound together? Marian 


looking on him with looks ful ol death. made him this anſwer : 
J villaine, thy legs are bound, but hadſt thou thy iuſt delart, 
thy necke had long ſince been ſtreteht at the gallowes, but be- 
foze thou and J part, J wil make thee a inft ſpectacle vnto the 
woꝛld foꝛ thy abhominable trechery:and wich that ſhe clapt hir 
hand faſt on the haire ok his head, and held him down to the pil: 
low. William dꝛiuen into a wondzous amaze at theſe wozds, 
ſaid trembling: Sweet wike, what ſovaine alter ation is this: 
what meane theſe wozds wife 2 Traytoꝛ (q.ſbe) J am none of 
thy wife, neither is this thy wile, and with that ſhe bꝛought hir 
koꝛth that he was married to in Somerſetchire, although thou 
art maried to hir as wel as to me, and haſt like a villain fought 
the lgople of ſikteene women beſide mp ſelke, e that thou ſhalt 
heare by tuft certificac,and with that there was read the bedrol 


ok his wiues, where he maried them, and where they dwelt. At 


this he lay mute as in a traunce, e onely foꝛ anſwer held vp his 
hands, and deſired them both to be mercikull vnto him, fo2 hee 
conkeſt all was truth, that he had been a hapnous offendo2, and 
deſerued death. Tuſh ſaith Marian, but how canſt thou make 
any one of vs amends: Ik a man kil the father, he map ſatiſfie 
the bloud in the ſonne: if a man ſteale, he may make reſtitutid: 
but he that robs a woman of hir honeſty and virginity, can ne- 
uer make any ſatil faction: and there koze fo all the reſt J wil 
be reuenged. ith that his other wife and the women clape 
hold on him, x held him faſt, while Mar ian with a ſbarpe razer 
cut oft his ſtones, and made him a gelding. J the ne the had li- 
tle relpect where tze ligne was, 02 sblerucr l. ate i22 the 
ſtring, but ofk they went, and then ſhe caſt them in his kace, and 
ſaid; Nowluſtful whoꝛemaiſter, go and veccive other women 
as thou halt dane vs, ik thou canſt, fo they ſent in a ſurgeon to 
him that they had pꝛouided, and away they went. The man ly⸗ 
ing in great paine of body, and agony of mind, the ſurgeon loo- 
king to his w dum, had much apoo to ſtanch the blond, aud al- 
wapes he laughthartily when he thought on the rtuenge. and 
bad a vengeance ou ſuch ſaw⸗gelders aß made ſur h lar ge ſets 
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but at laſt he laid a bloudplaifter to him, & opt his bleeding, 
and to be bzeece in time heald him, but with nuchpatne,Aſſoon 
as he was whole, e might go abzoad without danger, he was 
committed tothe gaole, and after ſome other puniſhment ba- 
mſhed out of Miltſhire & Somerſetſhire fo2 euer akter. Thus 
was this luſty cocke okthe game made a capon, and as J heard 
hadlittle Tilt to marry any moze wines to his dying dap. 

Dow like pon ofthis connycatching M. R. G? But becauſe 
now we haue entred t alke of taplozs, let mee haue about with 
them, fo2 they be mighty conpcatchers in ſundzy kinds. J pꝛay 
vou what Poet hath ſo many fictions, what Painter ſo manie 
tancies, as a tayloꝛ hath faſhios,to ſhew the variety ok his art: 
changing every week the ſhapeothis apparel into new fozms, 
oz els hee is counted a meere botcher. The venettan and the 
gallogalcaine is ſtale, and the trunke flop out ot vle, the round 
hoſe bumbaſted cloſe to the bzeach, and rufft aboue the necke 
with a curle, is now common to euery cullion in the country, E 
dublets be they neuer ſo quaintly quilted, vet foꝛſooth p ſwain 
at plough muſt haue his belly as ſide as the courtier, that hee 
map piſle out ot a button hole at the leaſt. And all theſe ſtrange 
deuiles doth the tayloz inuent to make pooꝛe gentlemen Con- 
nies : ko2 if they were tyed to one faſhion, then ſtill might they 
know how much veluet to ſende to the tayloꝛ, and then would 
his filtching abate. But to pꝛeuent them, ik hee haue a French 
belly, he will haue a Spanth ſkirt, and an Italian wing, ſea- 
med and quartered at the elbows, as ik he were a ſouldado rea- 
dy to put on an armour of pꝛooke to fight in Mile-end under 
the bloudy enſigne ofthe Duke of Shoꝛditch. Thus will the 
fantafticke taploꝛ make pooꝛe Gentlemen Connyes, and euer 
alke mote veluet by a yard and a halfe then the dublet in con- 
ſcience requires. But herein lyes the le alt part of they? con⸗ 
np-catching : fo2 thoſe graund tayloꝛs that haue all the right 
pꝛoperties ofthe myſter ie, which is to be knauiſh, theeuiſh, and 
pꝛoud, take this courſe with tourtiers and courtly gentlemen, 
they find outfide, inlide, late, daawing out, c making, & then ſet 
down tyey? parcels in a bil, which they ſo ouerpuile, — 
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okthem with very pꝛicking vp ok dublets haue fleeſt yong gen- 
tlemenok whole Lopdihips, # cal you not this cunny-catching 
M. R. G.: To ble the figure Pleonaſmos, Hiſce oculu, with 
thele eyes J haue ſeen tayloꝛs pꝛentiſes ſel as much vales in a 
wecke in cloth of gold, veluet, ſatten, taffata, and lace, as hath 
beene woth thir tie ſhillings , and there eares hath heard them 
ſcoꝛn when their vales came but to ten ſhiilings, and pet there 
were foure pꝛentiſes in the hop. Jithe pꝛentiſes could lurtch 
lo mightily, then what did the maiſter? But you muſt imagine 
this was a womans tayis2,that could in a gawn put ſeuenteen 
par ds of ell bꝛoad taffata, bleſt be the French ſleeues & bzeach 
verdingales, that grants them liberty to connycatch lo migh- 
tily. But this J talke of out Londan and courtiy taplozs - but 
cuen the pooze pꝛicklouſe the country taploꝛ, that hath ſcat ſe 
any moꝛe welth then his thimble, his needle, his pꝛelling tron, 
e his ſheeres, wil ſiltch as wel as the prowdeſl of that trade in 
England, they wil lo ſnip and ſnap, that all the reuerſion goes 
into hell Now ſir, this hellis a place that the taploꝛs haue vn- 
der their ſhopboꝛd, where all their ſtolne ſhꝛeds is thꝛuſt, and J 
pꝛay pou cal you not this pilliag and polling, and flat Conny⸗ 
catchmg Paiſter R. G.? But vecaule you map ſee whether J 
ſpeake truth oꝛ no, Ile tel you a merry ieſt of a taplo2 in Yozke 
not farre from ; etergate, done about four teen peare ago, and 
thus it fel out. 
A pleaſant tale ofa Taylor, how he conny-catcht a Gen- 
tlewoman, and was made himſelfe a conny af 
terwards by his man. 
I NYake there dwelt a womans toploz famous fo2 his art, 
but notes foz his filtching, which although he was light fin 
gerd, yet fo2 the exceliency of his woꝛkmanchip, he was much 
fought to, # kept moꝛe iournymen, then any fine in that Cittie 
did: albeit he would haue his ſhareof veluec, latten, oz cloth 
of golde, pet they muſt finde no fault with him, leaſt hee halfe 
ſpoyldthey2 gar ment in the making, Beſides he was paſſing 
p20wd, and had as haughtie a locke, as if his father had with 
the Deuill lockte ouer Lyncolne ; his ozdina p dublettes 


were 


weatTaſffatacat inthifompcr pon x wought Hirt,qud bis 
cioake facev-afezewith veluet,his flocking of the pureſt gra- 
navo ſitke, with aFrenchpainde b oale ofthe richeſt billiment 
lace, a beauet Hat tur ft mich veluet, ſo quaintly as it hee had 
been ame Eſpagnala tricht un ta go court ſame quaint Cure 
tefin; inſomuth ihm aplaine Seruingman once meeting him 
in this attire, gaiug ti ongh KA amgate to take aire in ß field, 
thought him at the least (ome Eſauire, and of with his Hat 
and gaue his woxſhip p time of the day bis dawen this Glo- 
rioſo by thegtbow a that ifa TLauenne had beenby a pottle 
of m ban nur bten thedr air oder alarneſſt to the 
ſimple ſerung man :iurt this omi hut Suuſfe;uot con 
tent to palle away withone:wnzſbip, {began to hold the felow 
in pꝛate, and to qm an ag. The felaw cur te- 
ouſly making als m cringe ard, wey itpiaaſe pur woꝛſhip, J 
ſerue luch a Gentlamaudwelling whech a late, as thus hee 


anſweredYim,beſpieainthegentienons boſpme antevle and 
athzced;wherupon thefelaw imply lad ts hun, woz- 


ſhips mum kriookingthis:mozning eo 2 left a 
needle and athtcedanyour wazips bꝛeſt, pou had beſt take 
it att, leaſt ſame thinke yaur moꝛſhip to be a Cayloʒ. The Tay» 
102 not thinking the kelom had ſpozen ümply, but frumpt him. 
made chis reply, what ſawry knaue voeſt mocke me, what it J 
be aTayloz.; whatsthatto tbee, wert gt fe ſwame A wou 
lend thee a box on the 2ane92.wn0; the felowdeing plaine but 
peeuiſh and an old knaue, gather ing bx his own woꝛds that he 
was a Taylo, ſais, fie ſu Sd helpe me A mocke you not, but 
are you a Tayloꝝ A map am Aquath he: pa then ſaies the 
ſeruing man al am caps, hates, and wobips, J din to thy ap- 
paxel, and ther elade maiſter tyanze me ko it tmas againſt my 
wil, but now 1 know thee fare wel good honeſt pꝛicklouce, and 
locke not behind pou;fazif you do, ile ſwindge pou in my ſcab- 
herd ok my won til A can ſtand ener thee, away went Mon- 
ſier Magnificofrawning, and the ſeruingman went into- che 


titie laughing, but al this is but · to di crihe the nature ol z man, 
now to the ſecretz ar his Art. al the gentlewomen ot coun try 


tride out vpon him, pet could they een rants 
c 


gowne, he wil complains of the loſſe of his cloake,aud then lee, 
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he ſsquainty fitted thelrchumoꝛs; at laſtit fo fel aut. h A Gen- 
tlewoman not fat krom Feroy Brigges had ataffata gowu to 
make, and he would haue no leſſe at thoſe vaies then eleuen els. 
okellbꝛoad taffata, ſo ſhe bought ſo much and ready to lend it. 
the laid to her hulband in hearing of all her ſeruingmen, what 
a ſpight is this, ſeeing thar Jmuſt lende almayes to vonder 
naue Tapyloꝛ two pards moe then is neceſſery, but how can 
we mend vs, al the reſt are but Borchers inreſpeet ot him, and 
yet nothing grieues me but we can neuer take him with it, and 
pet Jand mine haue ſtood by while he hath cut my gowne out, 
a pleafancfelow that wut node cone to ſerut her huſband one 
that was his Clarke Ga pꝛetey ſchalter anlmueren good miſtris 
giue me lea ut 6d va v o taffatn untifet it out ont q and it A 
ſpynatouthisknatetylanghatmewhenJcomehone;mary 
Apꝛichy vo quach his maiſter v vutrelſe hut whatſoeuer thou 
leeſt ſay nothing dealt he de angtx and ſpoyle my govme let me 
alondiniſtreſſoquochheſmlbſuowayhrogbrsca Vorke, nd 
comming tö ches Tails! tomwhiminhis ſhop/Edelivereybim 
ſthetallata wi chis meſlage that his nuiſtres hdr harged him 
to ſes it cuodut, not chat ſhe fuſpected him but thatels he wold 
let it lie long dy him and tale other woꝛke in hand, the Taploz 
feozntully-ſaivhethomt'; # aſkevhimithe hay any-ſprecacies 
About him ue eth the fellow mydightes. yapugtough A 
Heede no glaſſes, Npdil da put them on auth he, gnixfedif;yolt 
can ſee me ſleale a pars bf taffacavutof ybur miſtres gowne 


and ſo taking his ſhecres in hand he cut it dut ſonimblythathe 


cut thꝛee koꝛe parts to the gowne, and koure ſide pietes that by 
computation the felovs gelt he had gala t wa els and a half. hut 
ay nothing he durct, alldone as he had vdne there came in moze 


Gentlemens men with wotke that the Taulozwas veryſbulic 


and regarded not, the ſeruing man voho feeing the Tayloꝛs 
cloake lying looſe; lifted it away and car ried it hame with him 


to his miltreſſe houle, where he dilcourſt vnto his maiſter and 


his miſtreſſe what he had ſeene, x hom he had ſtoic the Tailo)s 
cloake, net to that intent to filch,but to try an experiment vpon 
him, foꝛ maiſter quoth he. when hee bꝛinges home my miſtreſle 


do 


Cunny catching. 
do you but tel him that Yam experienced in Magicke, and can raſt 
a figure, and wil tel him where bis cloake is without faile, ſay but 
this ſir and let me algne, they all agreed, and reſolued to trye the 
wit of their poong man, but leauing him, again to dur taploʒ, who 
when he had dilpatcht his cullamerg, was ready to walk with one 
al them to the tauerne, and then miſt his cloake, ſearcht all about, 
but find it be could not, neither could her tel wham to ſuſpect; ſa 
with nuch grieke he palt it duer, and hen he ha ended the Seu: 
tlewomans gowns, becaule ſhe was a good cuſtomer ok his, he hint 
ſelke cooke his nagge & rid home withal, welcome hee was to the 
gentlewoman c hir hul band, & the gowne was pallyng lit, ſo that 
it could not be menden, toſomuchthatchegentlewoman pꝛaiſp it, 
and highly ſhankte him, Db miltreſfe quothhe,choughit is a good 
ga dune to yo cee ene one to me, foꝛ that day your 
man bought the taffaca , J had acloake ſtalne that ſtood mee but 
one keꝛtnight bekoꝛe in foure pound and neuer ſince couldJheate 
any word okit. Truly laid the gentleman Jam paſſing ſoy fox 
your loffe, but that ſamt man that was at pour houle is palling 


Lnkilkul in Negromancy, aud ik any man in England can tell vou 


where pour cloake is. my man can, marry guoth be, and J wil giue 
bim a bꝛace of angels foz his labour, ſo the fellow was calde and 
talkt withal, and at his miſlrefle requeſt he was content to doo it, 
but be would haue his twenty ſwillings in hand, k pꝛomiſed if hee 


told hüm not where it was, who bad it, & cauled him to be deliue⸗ 
teptabim agaln, ko his two angels he wold giue him ten pounds. 
vpon this the tayloz willingly gate him the mony,and vp went he 


into a cloſet like a learned Clarke, and there was thꝛee oz kaure 


bhoures laughing at the taploz, he thinking he had bin al this while 
at Caurake, at laſt dowue comes the felow with a figure mawne 
in a paper in his hand & ſmiling cald fo2 a bible, c ſtraight told the 


taylozhe would tel him who had hig cloake, where it was, & helpe 
him to it ag iin. ſo he would be lwoꝛne on a bible that be would an- 
ſwere to all queſtions that he demand ok him kaithkullp, che tayloꝛ 
granted c woe on a bible, chen he commanded all ſhould go out 
but his maiſter, his miſtr elle, the taploz, x hünſelk. Chen he began 
thus, wel you haue taken pour oath on the holy bible, tel me quoth 
he, did pot not cut thee foze parts koꝛ my miſfreſſe gowne, at T 
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oy Cuthbert Cunny-catcher, 


FINIS. 


